
The Visual Effects Society (VES) Names James Cameron as 
Recipient of VES Lifetime Achievement Award 

 
Los Angeles, CA, Nov. 12, 2009--- The Visual Effects Society, the 
entertainment industry’s only official organization representing the 
extended community of visual effects professionals, has named 
motion picture director and producer James Cameron as the 
recipient of the VES Lifetime Achievement Award to be presented 
at the 8th Annual VES Awards which will be held at the Century 
Plaza Hotel in Century City on Sunday, February 28, 2010.   
 
The VES Lifetime Achievement Award, awarded by the VES 
Board of Directors, recognizes outstanding body of work that has 
significantly contributed to the art and/or science of the visual 
effects industry.  VES will honor Cameron for his vision and 

dedication to the craft of storytelling while being at the creative forefront of ground breaking 
visual effects. Cameron’s work is so cutting edge he had to wait years for new visual 
effects technologies to be created in order to move forward with his most recent film, 
“Avatar” (to be released in December 2009).   
 
“James Cameron has set the gold standard for storytelling by combining true creative 
artistry along with the latest advances in technology to bring incredible stories to the 
screen,” said Eric Roth, Executive Director of the VES.  “Over the past few decades he has 
been the pre-eminent director of big vision, big story extravaganzas and has redefined the 
movie going experience for filmgoers worldwide,” Roth added.   
 
“Jim’s sense of how to effectively utilize what the visual Effects Community has to bring to 
the story telling experience has changed the face of storytelling – not just in the past and 
the present, but in a significant way in the future.  The Board of Directors and the Society 
feel this honor is long overdue for Mr. Cameron,” stated Jeffrey A. Okun, Chair of the VES. 
 
Cameron commented, “I've loved visual effects my whole life, and it's been an ongoing 
thrill to be able to practice that art and to work with the best artists and technical people in 
the business to realize my dream images as a director.  It is an incredible honor to be 
receiving this award." 
  
Cameron’s films have received multiple Academy Award nominations, including “Titanic,” 
which garnered 11 Oscars including Best Picture, Best Visual Effects, Best Director and 
Best Editing for Cameron.  Cameron’s other ground-breaking works include “Terminator”, 
“Aliens”, “True Lies”, “Terminator 2” and “The Abyss” among many others.  . 
 
Previous winners of the VES Lifetime Achievement Award include Steven Spielberg, 
George Lucas, Robert Zemeckis, and Frank Marshall & Kathleen Kennedy.     
 
About the VES 
VES is a professional, honorary society, dedicated to advancing the arts, sciences, and 
applications of visual effects and to upholding the highest uniform standards and procedures for 
the visual effects profession.  



 
VES is the entertainment industry's only official organization representing the extended 
community of visual effects practitioners including supervisors, artists, producers, 
technology developers, educators and studio executives.   Its 2,000 global members 
contribute to all areas of entertainment from film, television and commercials to music 
videos, games and new media. VES strives to enrich and educate its members and the 
entertainment community at large through many domestic and international events, 
screenings and programs. Visual effects professionals constitute a vital creative force in 
content creation and are literally shaping the future of entertainment. 
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